Drug-induced cardiovascular disorders.
As the variety and range of pharmaceutical agents available to the medical profession continues to expand, one unavoidable effect will be an increase in drug-induced disease, including cardiovascular disorders. However, given the high rates of cardiovascular disease and prevalence of recognised cardiovascular risk factors in the population, it is sometimes impossible to conclusively attribute any individual patients' ill health to one particular drug. As a result, the relationship between drugs and cardiovascular disease is often difficult to quantify. This review discusses specific forms of drug-induced cardiovascular disease such as heart failure, left ventricular systolic dysfunction, hypertension and arrhythmia. Suspected culprit drugs for all disorders are highlighted. Specific attention is given to certain drug groups with a strong association with one or more forms of cardiovascular disease: these include anthracyclines, antipsychotics, NSAIDs and cyclo-oxygenase 2 inhibitors. Additionally, advice is offered on how physicians might distinguish drug-induced cardiovascular disorders from other aetiologies.